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READING FILMS ABOUT THE THEME OF AN ELDER'S
DEATH FROM A CHRISTIAN WORLDVIEW AND
ITS PASTORAL APPLICATION:

WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO
AMOUR AND MY LOVER, DON'T CROSS THAT RIVER

MINISTRY FOCUS PAPER
SUBMITTED TO THE FACULTY OF THE
SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY
FULLER THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

IN PARTIAL FULFILLMENT
OF THE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE DEGREE OF
DOCTOR OF MINISTRY

BY
CHANG WOON PARK
FEBRUARY 2018

Abstract

This paper aims to read films via a Christian worldview and apply that reading in a pastoral
ministry. It gives special attention to two films: Amour and My Lover, Don 't Cross that River, as they
are outstanding films that ask core questions about human death, and are thereby useful for examining
how films and Christian worldview deal with the subject of death. To achieve its purpose, this paper
first observes the films aesthetically and then critically re-reads them from a Christian worldview. This
paper uses questions regarding films suggested by Robert Johnston as well as inductive Bible study
methodology to pursue its goal. This methodology is appropriate for carefully examining the films

regarding their use of euphemisms, symbolism, plot, characters, and mood.



The film Amour discusses love as death: love is to euthanize a beloved person dying in pain.
This film euphemizes death as a door, jacket, window, and pigeon, and tackles the problem of death
through embedded anecdotes. The euthanizing of Anne to end her pain is described as love, while
George's nursing efforts out of love for Anne are regarded as violence. The film My Lover, Don 't Cross
that River shows how an elderly couple close to death treat one another in love. In particular, the film
displays the existence of love amid the practical reality of individualism, which has eroded love in the
world. The couple's dogs, Kid and Gong-soon, function as euphemisms for the couple themselves as the

film portrays

the couple's preparation for death together as love. Such a plot forces an understanding of death
in a Christian worldview. While Amour provokes ethical questions regarding euthanization and pleads
for the importance of community for those who are experiencing pain, My Lover, Don 't Cross that
River demonstrates a Christian understanding of the afterlife as well as love that prepares for death.

This re-reading of the films from a Christian worldview following an aesthetic viewing has many
benefits, including wide application pastorally: worldview education, reading films via sermons, Bible

study, small group life, humanities lectures, counseling therapy, and so forth.

As a result, this paper explores the definition, practicality, and creativity of a Christian worldview.
Additionally, it examines a theological meaning of a Christian worldview and films, arguing for the

common ground of narrative.

Specifically, the Christian worldview presented is understood as a metanarrative that supplies
meaning to all other narratives, thereby providing a base for analyzing films socio-culturally. Furthermore,
this paper proposes several critical means of reading films: pre-understanding of the director and reading
films through repeated euphemisms and imagery, and through characters, plot, mood, and perspective.
Finally, this paper suggests how such an understanding of films can be applied pastorally through
Christian worldview programs, sermons, and small group materials using films, humanities lectures for

culture ministry, and counseling therapy.

Theological Mentors: Euiwan Cho, PhD
Young Jin Jung, PhD
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